Running head: CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY                                              1

CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY                                                                                         3





Cultural Anthropology

Institutional Affiliation
Name of the Student
Course


	Anthropology is a science that studies humans. Thus, Cultural anthropology is a section of anthropology that deals with the study of diverse cultures in regard to their aspects and features (Benard & Gravlee, 2014). The study of cultural anthropology is important because it helps in understanding how humans interact and derive meanings from their environment in regard to culture. This paper aims to discuss cultural and anthropological ideas that are highlighted in the film 'Monsoon Wedding.'
The movie ‘monsoon wedding’ is an Indian film. The movie showcases the relationship between culture and the environment. This is seen in the case of Hemant when marrying Aditi.  Hermant went from India Houston, USA, in order to study software engineering. As evidenced in the film, the shift has profound impacts on him. Being in the USA erodes a significant portion of his Indian culture. In Houston, he becomes accustomed to computer softwares and the English language. Also, he gets used to the American culture, whereby there is sexual freedom and many other forms of freedom. The many years of living in the USA makes changes in his Indian accents and also make him develops difficulties in speaking the Indian language. His thinking and perspectives are also changed. When he comes back home, he does not get along well with the father of the bride. This is because they do not share a common understanding of traditions. The wedding is a traditional one; thus there is a certain decorum that is supposed to be followed, but Hermant does not adhere to it. The environment in which a person lives tend to interpenetrate with his/her personality, mind, social behavior, mind, and body of the individual in a concept called holism (Otto & Bubandt, 2011). This is evident in the explained scenarios. 
Symbolism is how humans develop an understanding of the symbols that they interact with in the environment that they occupy (Cohen, 2015). From the film, there are different posts in India with western content. They contain characters who are dressed in western trends. The interaction with this images have made most of the people to develop a tendency of liking the western fashions. This is evidenced in the case where Lalit and Dubey argue about the color of the tent to be used at the wedding. Dubey is used to viewing different types of posters adverts , thus,  it shapes his life in developing a desire in western fashion. There is a lot of American culture in India according to the movie. It is a result of how American content has infiltrated the Indian society. As a consequence, it has captured attention and desire to a significant number of the Indian population.
	The film ‘Monsoon Wedding’ is written and cast by Indians. However, it does not play by the same metrics as Indian films. From the film, the former Aditi’s lover discusses the Americanization of Indian films. Most of the Indian films contain scenes with instances where there is singing and dancing. However, the case of this film is different. Most of the scenes showcase romance, like the case of Hollywood films. Dancing and singing scenes are few. Films serve as the mirror of society (Spicer, 2016). Therefore, this film, ‘Monsoon Wedding’ showcases the impact of western culture in India.
	In conclusion, it is evident from the film that symbols and environment have a significant influence on a person’s behavior, thinking, clothing, and culture. More so, they shape up the norms and values that humans adhere to. People in different environments exhibit different norms and values.
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